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Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report 


TO  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF 
B RADFORD-ON- AVON. 


Mr.  Ch.\irm.\n,  ]\I-\dame  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  Public 
Health  of  the  Bradford-on-Avon  Urban  District  for  the  3^ear 
1937. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Serv'^ant, 

JEAN  MURRAY. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area — 5,002  Acres. 

Population — Estimated,  4,811. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — 1,493. 

Rateable  Value — £20,509. 

Sum  represented  by  Penn}’^  Rate— £76  18s.  Id. 

Social  Conditions. 

Bradford-on-Avon  is  an  ancient  stone-built  town,  eight  miles 
south-east  of  Bath,  near  the  Somerset  and  Wiltshire  border.  It 
is  built  mainly  on  a recess  in  the  steep  northerly  bank  of  the  Avon, 
the  old  houses  rising  in  terraces  to  a height  of  nearly  300  feet, 
with  footpaths  as  the  only  means  of  access  to  many  of  them. 

On  the  highest  point  of  the  road  leading  south  (to  Trowbridge) 
is  situated  the  Housing  Estate  of  the  Urban  Council  : a series  of 
150  stone-built  houses  on  an  excellent  open  site. 

Of  old,  it  was  one  of  the  main  centres  of  the  wool-weaving 
trade,  which  has  left  its  mark  in  the  type  of  houses  still  occupied 
by  a large  part  of  the  working  community  of  the  town.  The  cloth 
trade  has  entirely  left  the  town,  its  place  being  taken  by  the 
rubber  industry. 


Owing  to  the  veinarkably  sunny  and  airj^  position  of  the 
town,  the  health  of  the  district  remains  very  good.  There  are 
no  slums  or  back  courts,  but  a number  of  the  houses,  owing  to  the 
position  on  a steep  hill-side,  are  built  against  the  rock,  preventing 
through  ventilation,  and  in  some  cases  affecting  the  walls  with 
damp.  These  drawbacks  are  compensated  for  by  the  fact  that 
owing  to  the  fall  of  the  ground  they  are  open  to  receive  the 
maximum  of  sun  and  air. 

There  is  one  rubber  factory  now  in  the  area. 


VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

Live  Births-— 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

...  64 

24 

40  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

Illegitimate 

...  3 

2 

1 resident  population  14.07 

Ditto  for  England  & Wales,  14.9 

Still  Births 

8 

I 

7 Rate  per  1,000  population  1.6 

Deaths 

...  57 

31 

26  Crude  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000 
estimated  resident  pop.  11.9 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  : — 9.99 

Ditto  England  and  Wales,  12.4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — None. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  : — 2 Legitimate. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  : — 29.8  per  1000  live 
births. 

Deaths  from  Cancer — 8 (all  ages). 

,,  Measles — None. 

,,  Whooping  Cough — None. 

Diarrhoea — None. 


Special  Note  : — Deaths  from  Heart  Disease — 25. 

This  is  by  far  the  cause  of  the  largest  number  of  deaths  in  this 
district.  It  must  be  realised,  however,  that  nearly  all  of  these 
have  occurred  among  old  people,  and  is  not  to  be  taken  as  evidence 
of  marked  incidence  of  rheumatic  or  other  acute  heart  affections. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS 

Resiiiratory  Tuberculosis 
Cancer  ... 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 
Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Congenital  Causes,  etc. 

Senility 

\’iolence,  other  than  Suicide 
Other  Defined  Causes 


FROM  ALL  CAUSES. 


M. 

'i'otal 

1 

1 

2 

...  4 

4 

8 

0 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

...  17 

8 

25 

...  0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

2 

...  0 

1 

1 

...  0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

...  3 

0 

3 

...  0 

4 

4 

31  20  57 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 

I.  (a)  One  part-time  Medical  Officer. 

(b)  One  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  .Surveyor. 

II.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

No  change.  Messrs.  Waterfall  & O’Brien  ; the  Wilts  County 
Council  Pathologist,  Salisbury  Infirmary. 

N.B. — All  swabs,  etc.,  collected  from  5 p.m.  ’bus  at  Salisbury. 
Other  ’buses  or  trains  met  on  receipt  of  telephone  message. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

As  before,  it  would  appear  that  the  Ambulance  service  at 
present  is  satisfactory,  although  were  there  an  ambulance  attached 
to  the  town  it  might  save  delays  in  some  cases.  As  there  is  a 
prospect  of  a local  Hospital  being  started,  there  may  be  less  need 
of  calling  upon  either  Trowbridge  or  Bath  Ambulances. 

The  County  Council  Ambulance  cam  be  obtained  for  the  re- 
moval of  Public  Assistance  and  tuberculosis  cases. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

General. — One  District  Nurse  (Local  Branch  W.N.A.),  who 
also  serves  Westwood  Village. 

Midwifery. — One  Certified  Midwife,  who  serves  the  same 
district  under  the  same  auspices. 
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(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

A Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  fortnightly  at  the  Chnrch  House 
on  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays,  at  2.30  p.m. 

(e)  Hospital  Accommodation  and  Maternity  Homes. 

There  are  neither  of  these  in  the  district,  Trowbridge  and 
Bath  Hospitals  being  used  for  Bradford  cases.  It  is  hoped  to 
start  a Hospital  for  the  Town  as  a King  George  V.  (the  fifth) 
Jubilee  Memorial,  and  a house  with  strong  local  associations  has 
been  acquired  for  this  purpose. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

I.  (1)  Water. 

The  supply  was  sufficient  and  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 
The  quality  is  controlled  by  bacteriological  examination  carried 
out  by  the  Eastern  Counties  Laboratory,  London,  and  the  results 
show  that  an  excellent  standard  is  kept  up.  The  Chlorinating 
plant  has  worked  without  fault  throughout  the  year. 

(2)  There  have  been  no  extensions  of  sewerage,  and  the 
Sewage  Works  continue  to  act  very  satisfactorily.  County  Council 
Report. — “Good  effluent.’’ 

II.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

'fhere  has  been  no  necessity  for  action  to  prevent  pollution 
in  the  district. 

III.  (1)  Closet  Accommodation. 

'I'here  are  no  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  in  the  town  ; 
a few  remain  in  outlying  portions. 

(2)  Public  Cleansing. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  during  the  5'ear  ; the  scavenging 
is  carried  out  by  a Contractor  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor. 

(3)  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


Nuisance  Inspections. 

Number  of  Inspections  n'ade  ...  ...  ...  ...  579 

,,  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  t> 

,,  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  0 

,,  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  .Statutory  Notices  complied  with  12 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 


Number  of  Cowsheds  ... 

Inspections 
,,  Dairies 

,,  Inspections 

Numhek  ok  New  Houses  Built  in  1937. 

B}'  Private  Enterprise  ... 

,,  Local  Authority 


vSlaughtek  Houses. 

Number  of  Slaughter  Houses  (registered) 
,,  Slaughter  Houses  (licensed) 

,,  Inspections 


25 
50 

26 
52 


18 


2 

3 

290 


There  hav'e  been  24  cases  in  which  meat  has  been  condemned. 


R.  B.  LEES, 

.Sanitary  Inspector. 

IV.  Shops. 

No  action  has  been  taken  throughout  the  year  under  the  Shops 
Act,  1934. 


V.  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  has  been  taken  throughout  the  year. 

\'I.  Swimming  Baths. 

(a)  The  Town  Swimming  Bath  was  arected  in  1897  ; it  is  a 
stone-built  covered  structure,  IGft.  x 42ft.  It  is  filled  twdce  weekly 
from  the  stream  known  as  the  Lady  Well,  and  when  that  is  not 
sufficient,  is  supplemented  by  the  Town  supply.  The  water  is 
heated  with  “ Chloros,”  and  the  condition  of  the  water  is  satis- 
factory always. 

There  are  17  cubicles  and  sundry  ante-rooms. 

In  winter  the  water  is  boarded  over  and  the  premises  are 
used  for  dances,  whist  drives,  etc. 

There  are  also  5 baths  with  running  hot  and  cold  water  in 
use  throughout  the  year. 

\TI.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  houses  were  found  to  be  infe.sted  during  the  year,  and 
no  action  has  been  taken. 


4 Schools. — No  change. 
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TUBERCULOSIS -NEW  CASES  AND  DEATHS. 

New  Cases. 

Respiratory  Cases  : — No  Females.  Four  Males,  ages  22  (two), 
26  and  68^. 

Non-Respiratory  Cases  : — One  Male,  aged  3 years.  No  Females. 

Deaths. 

1 Female,  Respiratory,  aged  25  years. 

1 Male,  Respiratory,  aged  62  years. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  town  has  been  remarkably  free  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  : — 
Diphtheria,  1.  Pneumonia,  3. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1909—1930. 

Statement  of  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  ended  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1937,  under  the  above  Acts,  in  the  Bradford  and  Melksham 
District. 

1 Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 120 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur^Dose  ...  162 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above,  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  82 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purj^ose  ...  132 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  tlie  year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authorit}^ 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930  ; — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  ser\dce  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  B}'  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  B}’  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  Local  Authority-  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  ot  the  Housing 
Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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D.  Proceedings  under  vSection  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  de- 
termined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been  ren- 
dered fit 


4.  Housing  Act,  1935— Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ... 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding 


R.  B.  LEES, 

Sanitary  Inspector, 


January,  1938. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1937  for  the 

Urban  District  of  Bradford-on-Avon 

on  the  acliniiiistration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 
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-DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES  Nil. 
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